
Exegetical Study on the Parable of the Unjust
Steward

Chapter 4.5 – Verse 8b: Jesus’ Comment

“For the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than are the children
of light.” With this statement, Jesus moves from the narrative of the steward and his master to direct
commentary. Up to this point, the parable has followed a story-world: characters, dialogue, and
unexpected outcomes. In verse 8b, Jesus steps outside the story to interpret its meaning for his
listeners. This is crucial: the steward’s commendation alone could mislead the audience into thinking
dishonesty is praised. Jesus clarifies that it is not dishonesty, but foresight and shrewdness, that
provide the lesson. The phrase “children of this age” describes people whose identity and values are
shaped by the present, fallen world. In Jewish apocalyptic thought, history was divided into two ages:
the present evil age and the age to come. To belong to “this age” was to be aligned with worldly
systems of power, wealth, and honor. In the context of the parable, the steward embodies this category.
He operates fully within the logic of worldly economics, patronage, and honor. He thinks not in terms of
righteousness before God but in terms of survival in society. His resourcefulness reflects the sharp
instincts of those who know how to “play the game” of this world. By contrast, “children of light” is a
biblical term for the people of God. At Qumran, members of the sect called themselves “sons of light” in
opposition to the “sons of darkness.” Paul later uses similar imagery: “You are all children of the light
and children of the day” (1 Thess 5:5). To be a child of light is to live in alignment with God’s truth and
to anticipate the dawning of the new age of the kingdom. In Luke’s Gospel, the “children of light” are
disciples of Jesus, those who should embody kingdom values and live with foresight toward eternity.
The comparison is startling: Jesus says that the children of this age are more shrewd than the children
of light. In other words, worldly people often demonstrate greater creativity, decisiveness, and urgency
in securing their temporal future than believers do in securing their eternal one. The sting of this
comment lies in the implicit rebuke. Disciples, who have every reason to live with urgency in light of the
coming kingdom, are often sluggish, unimaginative, or hesitant. Meanwhile, worldly individuals, who
pursue lesser goals, show remarkable ingenuity and determination. The irony is sharp: those who have
less at stake often strive harder than those who have more. The word “shrewdness” here refers to
practical wisdom, cleverness, or prudence. It is not inherently positive or negative; its moral quality
depends on the context. The steward used it for self-preservation, perhaps dishonestly, but effectively.
Jesus suggests that disciples should display similar resourcefulness, though applied toward righteous
ends. This distinction is critical. Shrewdness without righteousness becomes manipulation.
Righteousness without shrewdness becomes naïve piety. Jesus calls for the union of the two: wisdom
and righteousness together. The contrast can be illustrated by examples. In business, worldly
entrepreneurs often act decisively, taking risks, and seizing opportunities. They strategize, plan, and
sacrifice to achieve financial success. By comparison, many believers treat discipleship casually,
lacking urgency in prayer, generosity, or mission. Scripture contains similar observations. Proverbs
praises the ant for its foresight in storing food (Prov 6:6–8). Jesus himself elsewhere commends wise
builders who lay foundations before storms (Matt 7:24–27). Paul warns believers not to be outwitted by
Satan’s schemes (2 Cor 2:11). In each case, prudence is necessary for survival. This verse challenges
disciples to examine their lives. Are they as intentional in pursuing the kingdom as worldly people are in
pursuing profit, honor, or power? Do they invest their time, resources, and relationships with eternal
priorities in view? Or do they live passively, assuming eternity will take care of itself? The steward’s
shrewdness becomes a mirror, exposing the laziness or lack of imagination that can plague the faithful.
Jesus’ point is not admiration of corruption but critique of complacency. The deeper theological point
concerns foresight. The steward acted with urgency because he foresaw an inevitable crisis—his



dismissal. Worldly people act with similar foresight in financial and social matters. Disciples are called
to live with the greatest foresight of all: the coming judgment and the eternal kingdom. If disciples truly
grasp the stakes, their lives should reflect decisive preparation. This is not merely about avoiding sin
but about proactive engagement: using wealth generously, investing in relationships, and orienting life
toward eternity. The steward’s ingenuity should inspire believers to consider how they might creatively
use their resources for God’s purposes. Jesus’ comment also has communal resonance. The steward’s
strategy created goodwill among debtors, binding them into a network of mutual obligation. In the
kingdom, disciples are called to build communities of hospitality, generosity, and mutual support. Too
often, however, religious communities can be rigid or unimaginative, failing to embody the creative,
generous spirit of the kingdom. Jesus’ critique suggests that the church should be as innovative in
mercy as the world is in profit-making. If corporations can strategize to expand markets, why can’t the
people of God strategize to expand compassion? The bluntness of Jesus’ words cannot be softened:
the people of the world are often better at living for their goals than disciples are at living for theirs. This
is an uncomfortable truth that requires repentance. The parable is not meant to justify dishonesty but to
jolt believers into action. If a corrupt steward can act decisively in a crisis, disciples must be at least as
determined when eternity hangs in the balance. Verse 8b distills the parable’s meaning into a sharp
comparison. The steward’s shrewdness is not endorsed as moral virtue but highlighted as practical
wisdom. Jesus’ disciples are urged to learn from the determination of worldly people, not to imitate their
corruption but to match their urgency with eternal priorities. The children of this age prepare vigorously
for tomorrow’s uncertainties. The children of light are called to prepare even more vigorously for
eternity. To fail in this is not merely foolish but tragic, for the stakes are infinitely higher. The parable
thus turns from a puzzling story of a dishonest steward into a profound challenge: live with foresight,
creativity, and urgency in the service of God’s kingdom.


